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Sterling’s business far more than the average tree service

Walthall County is home to quite a few success stories. In
practically all those cases it's the result of a combination of fac-
tors, not the least of which includes a willingness to worl hard,
self-motivation and drive.

Anyone familiar with Craig Sterling will tell you he fits the
bill,

The 47-year-old Sterling came to Tylertown 17 years ago. At
the time he was living in McComb with hiz mom. Prior to that
he'd lived all over-in Atlanta at one time-as a kid in Las Vegas.

Without geing into a lot of detail, Sterling relates his dad was
a gambler=lost it all. Both parents ere substance abusers=aleo=
hol. They moved around a lot=usually running from bill collec-
tors.

Hard knocls=-Sterling knows. He's had ‘em.

“When you've 11-12 years old in that environment..you raise
yours he said.
g when Steding says he stwrted with nothing 17 years

who had lost trees because of Hurricane
Katrina that had just cut a path through the area, Trees w
down, Stumps were left, and Sterling wanted to take advantag
of the business opportunity. Not a lot of people were grinding
stumps at the time
ame through Tylertown, pulled up
house on Ratliff Drive, that belonged to Greg Boyd at the time,
did his stumps for $40. Later, he pulled into the local track stop
with his grinder. Alton Harvey drove up, asked him uboul grind-
ing stumps on his place and he got the
job,

Turned out that Allon was working |
for Rushing Realty at the time and had
the Bayd house listed. A month later

Divive.
“1 wasn't married...had no kids

and
now [ had a three-bedroom house,” he
said.

Almest as if things were pre-destined,
Sterling said he later met his future wife,
Heather.

“She had two kids. 1 had two extra
bedrooms. It just all came together,” he

said.

It all evolved from his initial stump
grinding business, riding around neigh-
borhoods picking up jobs. From there he
evolved into tree work,

“Trees are & good business, Around
here you have these storms. They either
get blown down or damaged and even-

removed,” T

So, for the next i'lw years Sterling spe-
cialized in stump grinding and tree work, mostly residential cus-
tomerg, building up a goad |'L-pututi:m and business as time
went on. And all along he invested part of his carnings back into
the business.

Around 2016 Sterling hooked up with a contractor that had
a Mississippi  Department of Transportation contract. He
signed on as a subcontractor and got involved in tree removal
along MDOT right of way and bridges.

Then, two years ago, Sterling was suceessful in obtaining his
own MDOT contract

“When I became an MDOT vendor I signed on to do 30 dou-
hle{hl'id;:m betweon Natchez and Vicksburg on Hwy 61, he
N

Before long he'd turned o one month contract into six months
of work doing all the bridges to the Mississippi River, then doing
the river bridge, too

Sterling started into forestry mulcher work with the MDOT
contracts, Trees grow underneath bridges and, if not taken out,
they hit the bottom of the bridge.

While residential work is important to the business, Sterling
says the state contracts really made his business grow. He took
the profits and invested in equipment.

The Sterlings recently completed a house on Horseshoe Road.

Set back in the woods, Sterling says he likes the privacy
nﬂ'onl_-}, plus the convenience to town, only a few minutes away.

Originally, he had intended to build a shop on the land with
his house, but going back and forth to his house, he noticed the
former Quick Lube in the triangle of Old Hwy 98 and Hwy. 48
He contacted Jacoh Cantrell of Rushing Realty and they con-
tacted the owners, Otis and Kathy Robbins.

“It wasn't listed, but they agreed to sell,” he said.

Nating the traffic count on the highways passing the location,
Sterling said the building and property will serve well as a place
to store and maintain his equipment, provide office space, plus
display his equipment.

“It’s good advertising. People see your equipment. It shows
what you can do.”

Sterling has considered l:ql.upmc:nt rental as part of the busi-

Sterling at the controls of the state’s only saw-grappler-
crane truck. With it, his crew can accomplish tasks effi-
clently. He also has a remotely controlled stump grinder.

n\\..-......

This will serve as the new office and location for Stering's
business, Stumps Unlimited & Tree Remaoval, Starling says
the former oll change business is the ideal location for his
business,

o StateFarm |-

Crang Sterling and his squlnmant Hneup He's invested heavnly In new equipment which makes it passwhla for him to per-
form contract work far the Mississippi Departmant of Transportation, as well as custam tree work for the public,

ness~the rental price will include equipment and operator—as
Sterling's equipment is pretty high tech, so it's important that
he lies u trained operator.
ling purchased a saw-grapple truck with a remote control.
the anly one of its kind in the state. He's also invest-
ed in a vemote control stump grinder.
“I try to invest back into the business. That's how you grow,”
he sa
He's posted videos of his m‘lnpnmnl in action on his wel
-www.stumpsunlimited.com. Like he says, a picture is w

own life some years ago. Since his own childhood was unstable,
he's made sure his own family situation is different than his
own.

His !mml{

is involved in Tylertown Baptist Church, taking
part in the Judgement House presentation. And he makes sure
he's involved with his family and kids by setting an example.
"My kids are 13 and 11, They've never heard me cuss or seen
me drink a beer. In town, we lived on a third acre lot. Now they

can get out in the yard and play.” he sai

Sterling’s equipment lineup allows his
tually start dying so they need to he CreWS to remove limbs and trees safely in
the vicinity of power lines and buildings.

thousand words. Spend a few minutes on the website and you
can see what Sterling and his crew can accomplish because they
have the e rm_nl and training necessary.
Admittedly, Ste
more advar
cutter; he saye his equipment and the
two trained operators he depends on, in
addition to himself, allow them to do
Jjobs that would otherwise be impossible
A ipractical for the average tree cut-

Running offers insight
to Sterling’s business

Craig Sterling admits he has a passion for running. The
drive that makes Cralg run is one of the reasons his stump
;omd.mﬁ tree removal and forest mulcher business is suc-
cessful. It's the way he approaches life,

Bterling, 47, hits the trail before dawn daily on his six mile
run. While it's health and fitness..it's also the way he
approaches business, And like he says, there are some situ-
ations where machinery can't do the job, 20 it takes someone
in physical shape to tackle removing trees by hand.

Sterling consistently l’ﬂi’lka in the top runners in the state,
both overall and in age gr

In early December 2022 he finizhed second overall in the
Run Run Rudolph 5K at Brookhaven with a time of 20:47.3.
While he was second place overall, he was first in his age
group of 40-49,

In October, Sterling did the Osyka Breast Cancer
Awareness run, another 5K, finishing second overall with a
time of 19.57.

Earlier, running in the Stop, Drop and Roll Classic—a 10K-
-Sterling finished first in the 40-49 age group and ended up
fourth overall, posting a time of 41.38,

A few years ago, Sterling ran the 2020 Mississippi Blues
Run, running the half-marathon, finishing third out of 60 in
his age group and 23rd out of 956 overall

Over the years, Sterling has entered all sorts of distance
runs, recorded on his Facebook page, and, of course, has
always taken part in local 5K's held in his hometown.

ng's company is fm

ter.

He points to the former Michael
N Langhart residence on Hwy 583.

“They'd built this house around a
porch with a tree in the middle.
Eventually, the tree grew to stretch all
8 over the house,” he said.

When it came time to remove it,
Sterling was able to do so with his
remote control truck.

He says the saw-grapple truck can
also be outfitted with a crane. With it,
| he'sabletolift a tree up and over its sur-
roundings and set it down on the

ground,

“We're able to take whole tops out of
trees, bring them over power lines and
set them on the ground, over lights and
signs and everything,” he said.

By being able to do so, they can accomplish safe and efficient
tree removals that would otherwise be dangerous.

“Slay Miller, Vernon Price Jr. are my main guys. W'hml we do
MDOT worls, there are  couple other guys with us,” he said,
Sterling credits his sucoess because of a turnaround in his

.
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Build a Career in Steel Fabrication
-HUDDLESTON C & T BUILDING—WELDING SHOP—ROOM 131-

Classes begin
January 23,2023

Classes will meet evenings
Monday - Thursday

$600 PER STUDENT
F Is
Includes tool kit valued at $400+

To qualify for the program
students must:

Six months is all it takes!
In less than six months you will learn how to read

« Beat least 18 years if age

blueprints, weld, cut and fabricate steel

« Pass a Criminal Back-
ground Check and Drug
Test.

components used to build ships or other steel
structures. Students who complete this program

SHE abia s Stend e are prepared for good paying jobs, and great

regularly benefits! These jobs offer an opportunity to build a
A e rewarding career in ship fitting, steel fabrication,
Workforce Center 601-276-4811 welding, boiler making and more!

Or Phil Evans 601-248-3894

Southwest Mississippi Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, sex, religion, or disability in its programs, activities or employment practices. The following persons have
been designated to handle inquiries and grievances regarding the non-discrimination policies: Mrs. Rhonda
Gibson, Director of Disability Support Services, 601-276-3885, Mr, Blake Brewer, Vice President for Student
Affairs and Title IX Coordinator, 601-276-3717; SMCC, 1156 College Drive, Summit, MS 39666.

Like a Good Nelghbar,
State Farm |s There

Justin Stoll

101 North Adams St.

Life Insurance

Switch to

Good neighbor, Great rate



